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English 
English 9, 10, 11 & 12: In the Belt High School English classes, students will study all aspects of the writing process, 
from the development of ideas to the final draft.  Students will work to improve their reading, grammar, 
vocabulary, and speaking skills, all while studying and incorporating ideas from great literature. Students will read 
and think critically, respond to texts, and respect the opinions of others. Texts include novels, short stories, plays, 
poetry, non-fiction, film, and a weekly assortment of contemporary expository and persuasive articles.  

• Ninth grade texts include Romeo and Juliet, The Odyssey, The Way to Rainy Mountain, Whale Rider, 
The Old Man and the Sea, The Pearl, The House On Mango Street among others. 

• Tenth grade texts include Julius Caesar or Twelfth Night, To Kill a Mockingbird, Fahrenheit 451, and 
Lord of the Flies among others.  

• The Eleventh grade focus is on American literary periods including The Age of Faith/Reason, American 
Romanticism, Realism, New Poetic Forms, Modernism, Contemporary and Native American 
Literature. Texts include The Crucible, The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, The Great Gatsby, The 
Things They Carried, and Wind from an Enemy Sky among others.  

• World and British literature is the senior concentration beginning with Homer’s foundational text The 
Iliad, and continuing with works by Sappho and Catullus, Shakespeare’s Othello or The Tempest, a 
quick survey of Chinese and Japanese poetry, the British Romantics, Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein, 
Chinua Achebe’s Things Fall Apart, and Joyce’s The Dead among others.  
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English Honors Credit: Belt High School English is offering an honors curriculum as a supplement to the standard 
English curriculum for instructor approved sophomores, juniors, and seniors. Students desiring an enhanced and 
challenging addition to their English studies will be required to commit to certain specific requirements. These 
requirements provide increased rigor and sophistication above and beyond the standards outlined in the 2011-
2012 Belt High School English Curriculum Guide.  

All honors students will be asked: 

• to read closely for detail. 
• to read for literary devices and structures and rhetorical strategies. 
• to read challenging works of recognized literary merit. 
• to respond to their reading with thoughtful inquiry. 
• to articulate their responses orally in rich discussions conducted in an atmosphere of open exploration 

and acceptance of alternative interpretations. 
• to write intelligent, insightful, and sensitive critical analysis of literary passages and works in both 

impromptu and prepared essays.  
 

Creative Writing: This course will provide students with a working knowledge of the mechanics and techniques 
used in the art of reading and writing poetry. Although our weekly emphasis will be on poetry, students will also 
have the opportunity to explore their interests in writing short stories and creative non-fiction. We will practice 
with the understanding that creative expression is at the core of all effective writing. Each semester students will 
craft a body of work that will be critiqued and revised within a workshop setting.  We will investigate, practice, and 
apply close reading skills to well-known works and use the same techniques to critique our own writing. Students 
will also be required to submit their best work to an appropriate literary magazine as well as participate in a 
reading of their work in a public venue such as “Belt it Out.”  
 
Creative Writing Honors Credit:  A creative writing option (semester) will also be offered consisting of an extensive 
piece or collection of original fiction, non-fiction, or poetry. All work must be inspired and constructed around a 
literary model of appropriate depth, and must be developed through imitation of a chosen style and author. 
Moreover, the project must include a paper (six-page minimum) describing the imitated piece and how the student 
developed their own original work around that model.  

Drama (alternate years): This introductory theater course offers students both a theoretical and practical approach 
to the fundamental skills of performing arts. Students study the history, structure, and varieties of drama, as well 
as the practical applications of acting, producing, stage design, costumes, lights and sound. In the second semester 
students apply their skills by assisting in the production of the spring play.  High school theater production class 
activities include learning basic skills necessary for theatrical productions, reading and analyzing plays and 
evaluating performances. This course is a participatory course and grading is relative to the student's daily 
involvement. 

Writing Lab: In this course, students will continue to develop and enhance their individual writing skills in close 
consultation with their instructor and peers. Students will develop articulate, fluent, and well-controlled 
sentences, well-organized paragraphs, and essays that demonstrate clear expression of ideas. We will strictly 
adhere to MLA conventions and research practices and be guided by the Common Core “College and Career 
Readiness Anchor Standards.” Course work will consist of a combination of in-class Writing Lab assignments as well 
as writing assignments from other classes. Grades will be determined by the differences between the baseline 
established at the beginning of each semester, and the writing progress demonstrated at the end.  
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Successive Reading: Freshman, sophomores, and juniors not demonstrating proficiency in reading will be required 
to take the Successive Reading class. Coursework, CRT scores, and MAP test scores will determine placement. This 
course will focus on strategies that enhance comprehension, fluency, vocabulary, and reading pleasure. Since all 
students would benefit from such a course, consider Successive Reading as a great opportunity to sharpen one’s 
skills. This course must be taken concurrently with an English class and does not count towards the English credit 
requirement. 

History 
American History: Covering the period from 1754 to present time, U.S. History is a broad survey of the important 
events from the story of our nation, including:   

1) The territorial expansion of the United States…when, why, and how did our nation acquire the lands we 
now occupy   

2) The background and substance of the critical documents in our history and how these texts continue to 
influence our lives 

3) The major military conflicts in which we have been involved and how those events affect our world today 
4) Immigration patterns…connected to this is how these individual groups fought for equality within the 

system (women, African-Americans, Native Americans, immigrants, etc.) 
5) The role of the United States in the larger scope of world affairs…how our influence has grown and how 

are we perceived by the rest of the planet 
 

World History: Beginning about 3000 B.C. and moving to present time, the focus of our study of World History for 
both middle school and high school is centered on the development of Western Civilization.  We use the 
periodization model of 1-Antiquity (prehistory to 476 A.D.), 2-Middle Ages (476 to 1453), and 3) Modern Times 
(1453 to Present).   Specific units of study include the developments in: 

I  Ancient civilizations of China, Mesopotamia, and Egypt 
II Europe’s emergence as a power 

1  Greece 
2 Rome 

III The Medieval transitional period 
IV Modern Times 

1  Renaissance 
2  Reformation 
3  Exploration/Colonization 
4  Development of modern nation states 

i. 19th Century Europe 
ii. WWI and WWII 

5  The post-WWII world 
 
Government: Senior government class is designed to give the student an understanding of political science, 
specifically looking at: 

1) An in-depth analysis of the United States Constitution  
2) How different political and economic systems work and how they affect the individuals living under that 

system, with special attention to the United States’ system 
3) How Montana’s state government operates 
4) The rights and responsibilities of a citizen within the system 
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5) Development of an objective, critical outlook at the decision making process in our democracy 
6) Contemporary issues that continue to shape our world 

 
Geography: Understanding geography is a cornerstone of understanding the world.  With that in mind, geography 
classes focus on: 

1) The relationship of mankind and the environment 
2) The unique physical and human characteristics of different parts of the world and their interactions 
3) Locations of oceans, continents, countries, mountains, rivers, capitals, etc. 

 
Themes in History (alternate years): “Themes in History” is a new elective with great possibilities.  The goal is that 
students investigate more narrow aspects of human history through guided research.  We feel that this approach 
will foster students’ understanding of the world by examining how discreet parts of the story fit into the whole.  
This class will require greater self-motivation from the students, but could well be the best history class they take.  
Examples of specific themes include, but are not limited to: Art, Sports, Technology, Transportation, Military 
Action, Politics, Fashion, Music, Unique Events, Individual Decades, Biographies, Slavery, Women’s Issues, Minority 
Issues, Human Migration, Climate Change, Assassinations, and Theatre. Prerequisites:  NONE 

 
Contemporary History: Contemporary history is an elective designed to take a more focused view of the last 
century of world history.  World War I marks a clear turning point in the story of humanity, and the modern world 
we now occupy is a direct result of that conflict and its ongoing repercussions.  This class will begin with the Treaty 
of Versailles (1919) and carry through to 2010.  This concentrated approach will allow a greater depth of 
understanding for students about the challenges and opportunities of the modern world. Prerequisites:  NONE 

Math 
Algebra I: This class is open to all high school students who have a teacher recommendation.  It is the first year of a 
two-year algebra program that lays the foundation for all upper level mathematics. Algebra is the language of 
mathematics.  This is the first class of our four-year precalculus program. The class makes use of technology in its 
integration of algebra, statistics, probability, and discrete mathematics.  Eighth graders, with a teacher 
recommendation, are encouraged to enroll in this class. This class is required for college advancement. 
Prerequisites:  NONE 

 

Geometry: This class is offered to all students who have completed Algebra 1. It is a complete course in plane 
geometry with an introduction into solid geometry.  Students can take this class as either their second (preferred) 
or third course in our four-year precalculus program. The class makes use of technology in its integration of plane 
geometry, transformations, and trigonometry. Prerequisites: This class is offered as the second or third year 
mathematics course in high school and is open to students who have completed Algebra 1 or has a teacher 
recommendation.  This class is required for college advancement. 

 

Algebra 2: This class is offered to all students who have completed Algebra 1 or Geometry. It is the second year of 
a two-year algebra program that extends the foundations laid out in Algebra 1.  Students can take this class as 
either their second or third (preferred) course in our four-year precalculus program. The class makes use of 
technology in its integration of algebra, statistics, probability, and discrete mathematics.  Prerequisites:This class is 
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offered as the second or third year mathematics course in high school and is open to students who have 
completed Algebra 1 or has a teacher recommendation.  This class is required for college advancement. 

 

Advanced Math: Advanced Math, the fourth and final course of our precalculus math program, is designed for the 
average and above average mathematics student who would like to prepare for college mathematics.  The class 
presents a complete one year course in precalculus topics.  The class will integrate graphical, numerical, and 
algebraic methods of performing and communicating mathematics. The calculator will be used with various 
software applications to accomplish the mathematical goals. Prerequisites: This class is open to students who have 
completed the prerequisites or has a teacher recommendation. 

 

Calculus: Calculus is a complete one year course in Calculus AB.  The course is equivalent to the first year of college 
calculus.  The emphasis of this class is in applications not proof.  Students who successfully complete this course 
and pass an AP exam may earn up to one year of college credit for this course (10 credits). Prerequisites: This class 
is open to students who have completed Advanced Math. 

 

Financial Math: This class is offered as a third year mathematics course in high school.  The emphasis of this course 
is to offer students problem solving strategies with business applications and with the use of technology.  This class 
is not intended as a prerequisite for any other math class but serves those students who are taking this 
mathematics course as their final math class in high school.  This is a full-year course. Prerequisites:  NONE 

 

Math Strategies: The primary focus of this class will be on enhancing students’ basic mathematical concepts and 
vocabulary, while also working to reach individual benchmark levels.  This course must be taken along with their 
other recommended math courses and does not count towards a student’s math requirements. Prerequisites: This 
class will be recommended for freshman, sophomores, juniors, and any new students who are not considered 
benchmark.  Benchmark is any student having a 70-89% grade in coursework, 51-80% MAPS testing, and 251-290 
in CRT scoring.  Any student having percentages lower than those listed would be a candidate for the math 
strategies course. 

Science 
Chemistry:  Conceptual and mathematics based chemistry course which covers the structure and interactions of 
matter, stoichiometry, states of matter, chemical equilibrium, acids and bases, and redox chemistry. This is a 
yearlong course. Prerequisites: passing grades in both earth science and biology. Required materials:  scientific 
calculator (may be provided by school), notebook, lab notebook (composition books work great), text book 
(provided by school). 

Earth Science: General introductory course into the processes that shape Earth and the resources that Earth offers.  
Topics to be covered include models of the Earth, plate tectonics, earthquakes, volcanoes, rocks and minerals, 
resources and energy, erosion, fossil record, and weather and climate. This is a yearlong course. Prerequisites: 
none.  Required materials: notebook and text book (provided by school).  
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Physics (alternate years):  Descriptive algebra-based physics course which covers the basic principles of Newtonian 
mechanics, work and energy, electricity and magnetism, and sound and light.  Students will apply these topics 
mathematically and in a laboratory or investigative setting.  This is a yearlong course.  Prerequisites: passing grades 
in both earth science and biology.  Required materials: notebook, lab notebook (composition books work great), 
text book (provided by school) .  

Advanced Biology (alternate years):  This course will include a yearlong program of intense human anatomy and 
physiology studies. The areas covered will include, medical terminology, basic body chemistry, cell and tissue 
structure, and the 11 systems of the human body (integumentary, skeletal, muscular, nervous, endocrine, 
circulatory, lymphatic, digestive, respiratory, urinary and reproductive).  

Biology: Introductory course into the vast world of biology which covers the process of science,  plants and animals 
at both the cellular and organism level, photosynthesis and cellular respiration, genetics and DNA and the history 
of life. This is a yearlong course.  Prerequisites: none.  Required materials: notebook, lab notebook (composition 
books work great), and text book (provided by school).  

Health Enhancement 
Fitness Foundations: This course provides instruction in methods used to attain a healthy level of physical fitness 
and count towards the 2 year Health Enhancement requirement. The course will include information on 
developing a lifetime fitness program based on personal fitness assessment. 
The course will stress the health related components of fitness and will incorporate activities that benefit 
cardiovascular endurance, muscle strength and endurance, body composition and flexibility. Class will 
include such supplemental activities as weight training, cross-fit, BFS, plyometrics, aerobic activities, etc. The 
Health portion of the class focuses on healthy life choices, healthy eating, communicable diseases, and the 
importance of physical fitness to a good healthy lifestyle. Prerequisites: none 

 

9/10 PE/ Health: The class focuses on team sports and lifelong sports and count towards the 2 year Health 
Enhancement requirement. Students will be introduced and instructed on a wide variety of skills, concepts, and 
activities that will significantly enhance their appreciation, knowledge and physical fitness level. The Health portion 
of the class focuses on healthy life choices, healthy eating, communicable diseases, and the importance of physical 
fitness to a good healthy lifestyle  Prerequisites: none 

Weight Training:  This course is designed to give students the opportunity to learn weight training concepts and 
techniques used for obtaining optimal physical fitness. Students will benefit from comprehensive weight training 
and cardio respiratory endurance activities. Students will learn the advanced fundamentals of weight training, 
strength training, aerobic training, and overall fitness training and conditioning.   The course includes both lecture 
and activity sessions. Students will be empowered to make wise choices, meet challenges, and develop positive 
behaviors in fitness, wellness, and movement activity for a lifetime. Prerequisites: none 
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Vocational/Practical Arts 

Business 
Information processing (grade 9 required): Students master the use Microsoft Office Suite. In addition, students 
learn MLA formatting and MLA citation.  Upon completion, the student will have mastered entry level work 
processing skills and will have mastered the MLA format for writing. Prerequisites: none. 

Media (grades 11 & 12): This course focuses on application of technical skills to produce television programming 
for a local station.  Students learn to use video cameras, sound equipment, and other technology in conjunction 
with the computer to produce a local access information channel. Prerequisites: none. 

Marketing (grades 11/12): Students study the economics of marketing and the impact of marketing has on the 
economic and social structures of a community.  This is a project based class in which students use research skills 
to develop marketing projects. In addition, students study marketing techniques and explore logical fallacies used 
in marketing. Prerequisites: none. 

Web Site Development (Semester 1): In this course, you’ll take your first steps toward developing an effective 
Internet presence by learning to create Web sites with Microsoft Expression Web. First, you’ll learn how to design 
surprisingly professional Web sites with Expression Web’s templates, saving you lots of time and effort. Every Web 
designer has to learn to build pages from scratch eventually, so you’ll find out how to do that, too. Using CSS and 
HTML, you’ll lay out a page using nothing but the extensive tools provided by MS Expression. You’ll learn about 
building dynamic Web pages using databases and ASP.NET, and you’ll find out how to add external style sheets to 
your Web design toolbox.   

Finally, you’ll learn how to share your site with the world—and how to use it to earn a profit. First, you’ll 
discover how to get listed on search engines such as Google. Next, you’ll learn how to use your site to sell products 
or advertising space.  
Whether you’re creating new Web sites or updating existing ones, the information you learn in this course will 
empower you to share your own interests or business ideas with the world. Prerequisite: Information Processing 
 
Game Development with XNA (Semester 2): Be the first group of students to learn programming for the Xbox 360. 
This class is an exciting and engaging computer science semester course that allows students to apply their 
foundational programming skills to game and simulation development using C# and the XNA framework. C#/XNA 
Game Studio software is free. C# is a modern and professional object-oriented programming language which when 
combined with the Microsoft XNA framework creates the XNA Game Studio – a professional game development 
environment for Xbox 360, Kinect, and Windows Phone development.  Students will: 

• Explore game and simulation development as communication and art. 
• Apply knowledge of variables, conditionals, loops, Object-Oriented programming, recursion, and 

data structures to game creation.  
 
Desktop Publishing (grades 11 /12—teacher recommendation only): Students will learn the principles of layout and 
design for newsletters, advertisements, posters, programs, etc.  They will become proficient in using desktop 
publishing software. The end result of this class will be the publication of the yearbook.  Prerequisites: none. 
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Vocational Technology 
  Industrial and Mechanical Technology: This year we will explore many different areas of technologies that are 
used in Industrial and Mechanical settings that make up many of the workforce careers. We will be working in 
many different mediums throughout this school year. The areas of study for this year are as followed:  
                              Welding Technology: The use of Gas, Arc and Mig welding Systems. 
                              Metal Fabrication: The use of bender, brakes, torches, plasma and gas. 
                              Electricity and Electronics: The process of circuitry, energy flow and continuity. 
                              Robotics: The uses of mechanical precision and mechanical work. 
                             Alternative Energy: Wind, Solar and Geo- Thermal exploration and applications. 
                             Internal Combustible Engines: The understanding of the workings of an engine. 
 Prerequisites:  NONE 

Construction Technology: This course is designed for the student to gain understanding to the many concepts that 
are used in the area of wood working technology to the advanced stages of home construction. We will in this 
course throughout the year develop an understanding of each segment in the construction technology and wood 
working world. Students will also have the ability to work on individual projects as related to the course of study 
this year. 
 Some of the fields of study this year will be: 
                                                       WOOD WORKING: Planning and  constructing of various projects. 
                                                       STRUCTURE CONSTRUCTION:  Planning and constructing a bridge. 
                                                       HOUSE FRAMING: Planning and constructing a miniature home. 
                                                       DETAIL WORKING: Using the methods for finish work of projects.  
Prerequisites: NONE 

Designing and Drafting Technology: This course of Designing and Drafting will give the students a basic 
understanding of how to envision and then express those ideas to a plan or drawing. We will begin with the basic 
means of sketching to getting to use a computer generated program to do the drawing for them. The goal of the 
class will be to get a student competent in the area of drafting and design to enter a job force with a little extra 
training. 
                                               Basic Drawing and Sketching 
                                               Using Drawing Boards and Paper 
                                               Using the AUTOCAD Program 
                                               Designing Various Projects for Construction 
 Prerequisites:  NONE 

Fine Arts 

Spanish 
Spanish I: Students will learn Spanish through speaking, reading, writing, and listening to Spanish. Spanish I 
introduces basic themes common to student interest. This course includes active learning to help understand 
language & culture. The importance of cultural awareness is addressed, as well as an exploration of Hispanic 
achievers in society. Students will understand the value & benefits of learning a second language.. Prerequisites: 
none. 
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Spanish II/III: Spanish II/III presents the more complex structure of basic Spanish and expands the cultural themes 
of Spanish I. Students will acquire a command of the key vocabulary and structures necessary for personal 
communication as well as an appreciation of the many aspects of the Spanish speaking world. Prerequisites: 
Spanish I. Spanish III requires Spanish I & II.  

Music 
Choir: This is a year-long course in which students will increase their musical skills and abilities through singing, 
alone and in a group.  They will study and perform various styles of choral music. Students will have opportunities 
to prepare solos and small ensembles for district music festival.  Performances will include 1 district and 4 school 
concerts.   Prerequisites: Middle school music 

Band: This is a year-long course in which students will increase their musical skills and abilities through 
performance on a wind or percussion instrument of their choice..  We will rehearse and perform a wide variety of 
concert music.  Students will have opportunities to prepare solos and small ensembles for district music festival.  
Performances will include  1 district and 4 school concerts.   Prerequisites: Middle school music 

Guitar: This course is designed for beginning guitar students—those with limited or no knowledge of the guitar.  
Students will learn the physical skills of playing the guitar as well music reading and music theory.  Students will 
have the opportunity to perform for 4 concerts as well as the district festival.  Prerequisites: Middle school music 

Art 
9-12 Art: This year long class is for students 9-12th grade that have taken at least one art class or more in junior 
high or elementary school.  Since this class is a yearlong class it is not recommended that a student without any 
prior art classes be placed in this class once the school year has begun. The emphasis of this class is to develop 
strong drawing and composition skills. Students will also have the possible opportunity to work in color mediums 
such as water color, tempera, and acrylic paint, as well as colored pencils. This is a project based class. 
Prerequisites: NONE 

Advanced Art: Once a student has completed a 9-12 art class they may want to consider taking Advanced Art in 
order to continue to develop their artistic skills. The majority of this year long class is based around large colored 
projects. A variety of mediums are used in this class ranging from, but not limited to, oil, acrylic, watercolor, and 
tempera paints, to colored, conte’, and multiple graphite pencils. Students are encouraged to explore as many 
different mediums and artistic styles and designs as possible during the school year.  Many projects take from 4 to 
9 weeks to complete. The focus of this class is to help students build strong portfolios for scholarship submissions, 
college acceptance, and/or future employment. Prerequisites: Student’s must pass 9-12 Art or an equivalent high 
school art class with a B+ or higher to be accepted into Advanced Art. If a student does not have a B+ or higher 
they must have teacher approval “before” they can be accepted into the Advanced Art program. 
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